STATUTES AT LARGE

I am in entire agreement with the fundamental purpose of this legis-
lation, which is to encourage the development of South Carolina's
health program by furnishing State funds to assist the counties of
the State in providing hospital and health center facilities, as a means
of giving the people of every section of South Carolina an opportuni-
ty to obtain better medical and surgical care and treatment.
Because of the importance of this health program to our people,
I approve this Act with the exception of the following items, which
I hereby veto:
1. In Section 1, the item reading:
"And (h) and/or for other public uses." (Not sustained.)
Under this item, the State funds appropriated in the Act for health
purposes could be used by the local authorities of a county for any
other public purpose. It is not proper to permit State funds appro-
priated for the development of the health program to be diverted to
other purposes. State funds for health should be earmarked for health
purposes alone, and this item should not be permitted to remain in
the Act.
2. In Section 1, the item which reads:
"and the expenditure of said funds within each county shall be upon
the approval of the Senator and at least one-half of the House Del-
egation." (Sustained.)
This item authorizes the Senator and the members of the House
of Representatives of each county to perform executive or adminis-
trative functions, and clearly violates the provisions of Article 1,
Section 14, of the State Constitution, which reads:
"In the government of this State the legislative, executive and ju-
dicial powers of the Government shall be forever separate and dis-
tinct from each other, and no person or persons exercising the func-
tions of one of said departments shall assume or discharge the duties
of any other."
Similar provisions have been held by the Supreme Court to be in
violation of this Section of the Constitution in the cases of Bramlette
v. Stringer, 186, S. C. 194, 195, S. E. 257; Moseley v. Welch, 209
S. C. 19, 39 S. E. 2d. 133, and Ashnore v. Greater Greenville Sewer
District, 211, S. C. 77, 44 S. E. 2d. 88.
3. In Section 1, the item which reads:
"Or to the respective delegations to act as a legally constituted
body." (Sustained.)
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